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| Wo, 24.) Victoria, 25th March, 1861. 


My Lorp Dvxz,—I have the honour of transmitting a petition from the House 
of Assembly of Vancouver Island to zone Grace, praying for the aid of Her Majesty’s 
| Government in extinguishing the Indian title to the public lands in this Colony ; 
| and setting forth, with much force and truth, the evils that may arise from the neg- 
' lect of that very necessary precaution. 
2. As the native Indian population of Vancouver.Island have distinct ideas of 
property in land, and suuioally pacnantal their several exclusive possessory rights in 
| certain districts, they would not fail to regard the occupation of such portions of the 
| Colony by white settlers, unless with the full consent of the proprietary tribes, as 
national wrongs ; and the sense of injury might produce a feeling of irritation against 
., the settlers, and perhaps disaffection te, the Government that would endanger the 
_ peace of the country, ns fad ™ 
8, Knowing their feelings on that subject, I made it a practice up to the year 
1859, to purchase the native rights in the land, in every case, prior to the settlement 
of any district ; but since that time in consequence of the termination of the Hud- 
son’s Bay Company’s Charter, and the want of funds, it has not been in my power 
to continue it. Your Grace must, indeed, be well aware that I have, since then, 
had the utmost difficulty in raising money enough to defray the most indispensable 
wants of Government. 

4, All the settled districts of the Colony, with the exception of Cowichan, Che- 
mainus, and Barclay Sound, have been already bought from the Indians, at a cost 
in no case exceeding £2 10s. sterling for each family. As the land has, since then, 
‘increased in value, the expense would be relatively somewhat greater now, but I 
think that their:claims might be satisfied with a payment of £3 to each family ; so 

that taking the native population of those districts at 1,000 families, the sum of 
£3,000 would meet the while charge. 

-_ 6. It would be improper to conceal from your Grace the importance of carrying 
ital measure into without delay. : 
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